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Hurricane Irene Update
Bob Pett

The intersection of the runway and taxiway – scoured by
Hurricane Irene’s flood waters.
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Probably the biggest event to impact Nutmeg since
the purchase of the Freehold Airport was the recent
catastrophic flooding created by Hurricane Irene the
weekend of August 27th. Campers were destroyed
and swept down the creek, hangars were flooded and
left with a thick coat of mud, and the runway was
buckled and scoured away. Thankfully there wasn’t
any loss of life or injury, the gliders and tow planes
were untouched, and the admin building was spared.
Countless volunteer hours have been donated helping
with the cleanup. Though we returned to flight
operations September 17th, much work remains to
get completely back to normal including getting the
paved runway open again. A huge Thank You goes
out to everyone who has helped and continues to
help with all aspects of the recovery effort. ◊

Special Membership Meeting
When: Saturday, October 1, 2011, 5pm
Where: Freehold Airport Admin Building
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To Nutmeg Soaring Association
July 18, 2011

An Adventure to Ephrata Washington
Peter Scarpelli

As much as Carole and I enjoy the club, airport,
camp, and friends at the airport, sadly, things
do change. At this point I don’t have anything
to fly and if Carole and I are able to remain
healthy, we will be retiring to Cape Cod in the
spring of 2012. It will be a new chapter in our
lives.
Our FALLC share and campsite will need to be
added to the list of ones for sale. Freehold
Airport has been a big part of my life since
getting my pilots license 20 years ago and I’ll
miss it greatly. This fall I’ll bring the camper
home at the end of the season. We wish the
best for the club and all its members and hope
for many years ahead of safe, fun, flying, and
socializing.
Sincerely,
Bob Griffin & Carole Praga

Last December I received word that a trip was
being put together to go soaring in Ephrata,
Washington. Having heard of
this as a wonderful site, I
jumped at the chance to go.
Five other people, mostly
from Adirondack Soaring in
Saratoga, New York, and I
booked flights for what would
be eight days of soaring in
June. We were to be guests
of one of Adirondack Soaring's members who
lives in the area.
We all met at a connecting flight in Chicago and
were off to land in Washington just a few hours
later. As we arrived in Seattle, all received a
view of Mount Rainier which is a dominant
feature of the local landscape.
We were
greeted at the airport by our host, Tony
Weiderkehr, who is a Seattle resident, and
began our next leg which was a three hour ride
to our destination.
Ephrata is a small town located in the desert
some 180 miles east of Seattle. You can
see that the local airport is very close to town.

We arrived late in the afternoon at Tony's
hangar on the airport, and were delighted at
the sight of the gliders we were about to fly.
Some folks collect cars or art.
Our very
gracious host's collection was of gliders.
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Before us lay the following: Nimbus 4, ASW 27,
304 CZ, Diamant, DG 1000, LS 7, Grob Twin
and a 1-26. Most were placed like pieces of a
puzzles in the hangar.

The small fleet was in pristine condition and
instrumented with state of the art avionics. All
were at our disposal for the duration of our
stay.

The arena in which we would fly was some
100X100 miles of desert bordered by the
Cascade Mountains to the North and West. You
can see that the area is relatively flat farm land.
The large brown fields are fallow and composed
of an almost dust-like dirt surface.
These
dormant areas could be perfect land-out sites
as they dot the landscape. In the background
lay the snowcapped mountains. This is a shot
of them close-up. On good days these prove a
challenge for the adventuresome.

Accomodations were provided in a clubhouse
which also served as headquarters to the
Seattle Glider Council.
This relatively new
facility was composed of a large kitchen and
lounge area with ample bunks in the lower
level. It was located right on the edge of the
ramp where the gliders staged. Being that
Ephrata was quite remote, most of the
members frequent the site for days at a time to
enjoy soaring, and stay either in the clubhouse
or in RVs on the property.
From the moment we arrived, we were known
as the group from Saratoga, NY to the locals.
Yes, this was glider heaven.
Each morning we would all go to breakfast and
have a small meeting. Tim Hanke acted as our
"manager" and would assign us to a different
sailplane each day. It was fun to find out which
ship we would fly or if dual, who we would team
up with.

Unfortunately, on arrival we found that weather
this year was horrible according to the locals.
Through our entire stay, we were dominated by
a persistent band of low pressure. Back East
this would mean doom to soaring.
In the
desert, it meant bases would not be quite as
high and we could have occasional rain
showers.
As we would see, despite this
forecast, this would still provide some fantastic
soaring to us East Coasters.
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Typical flights were 150-250 miles long with
bases as high as 10,000 feet.
It was not
unusual to be able to see dust devils as great
sources of lift.

We were able to soar every day of the trip.
Two of our eight flying days were relatively
local due to some shower activity but the rest
provided great cross country days to explore
the area.
I think that we were constantly thinking that if
this was the "not so great" weather, what was
the good stuff like?
Although the cross country soaring was
exhilarating, there were some challenges we
would face. With the looming low pressure
system, overdevelopment was always a threat.
With that came a few land-outs.
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This picture shows one of the fallow fields, and
as you can see there is a tiny glider in it. This
can give you a perspective of how large our
landing fields were. Being used to little hay
fields in the East made landing in these giants a
"no brainer". I did have the opportunity to
retrieve one of these gliders and must tell you
that this brown surface is composed of a dry
light brown "dust".

What a mess! A land-out meant several hard
hours of cleaning back at the airport.
Being able to fly a different ship each day was a
great experience. With this unique opportunity,
you may wonder which one was the best to fly.
This is a very difficult question to answer. I
enjoyed the big 60-1 ride of the Nimbus and its
87 foot wingspan and the sporty feel of the
ASW27 was a lot of fun. If I had to pick one
glider, it would probably be the DG1000.
This ship was a wonderful combination of race
performance and handling at 48-1. Beyond
that, the real fun was in dual flying cross
country. I have flown many times with others
in gliders but none were like the joy of sharing
hours of soaring across the landscape.
Ephrata was truly a magical place. The soaring
was great and the comradely of flying with a
group of friends was unique. We were all quite
thankful to Tony as he dropped us off at the
airport at the finish of the trip. I'm sure that
the other passengers on our flight out of Seattle
were wondering why six people had such big
grins on their face. ◊
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Things To Do After My Land-out
Peter Scarpelli
Each day you fly a glider, there certainly is an
expectation that at the end of the flight, there
will be a landing at the home
field. This is the way it
usually works, but at times it
doesn't.
Whether
you're
flying local or going out on a
cross country, there's always
a possibility of a land-out.
If you should happen to have the unfortunate
event of landing your ship elsewhere, this is the
moment where you are transformed from
incredible pilot to John Q. average American.
The glider hopefully now rests safely on the
ground. You have now become a visitor on
someone else's property.
Consider the following scenario. You're sitting at
home reading the paper and you look in the
back yard only to see a four wheel RV broken
down. The driver walks up to the back door and
asks if it's OK if his brother in law drives his
trailer on to the property to retrieve it. Believe
it or not, this may be how your glider appears
as you become a guest on the land-out
property.
We think of our gliders as shiny wonderful
machines but to others, they be no more
interesting than the RV. The property owner
may be amused by the visit or be quite angry.
I have had the opportunity to land my ship off
field a number of times. Most times the field
owner has been quite gracious and helpful, but
there were three times I can recall serious
confrontation. All were the result of a previous
glider out landing having irritated the owner.
With this, I would recommend that you consider
some of the things I have learned from these
experiences:
-whether you land on an airport or in a field,
you must realize that you are on someone

else's property. Be very apologetic for your
unfortunate "emergency" landing. This will give
the owner a moment to think. Hopefully he's on
your side and agreeable with your situation.
-if he is not agreeable, you will now become a
diplomat for the United Nations. Most owners
will slowly calm down once they realize that
your presence on their property was really not
intentional. There have been instances where
irate landowners have threatened people with
trespassing and even called the police. The
good news is that your visit does not constitute
trespassing. If the police are called, they may
be helpful in getting you and the glider out of
an unpleasant mess.
-if it is an airport (public-use or private),
owners will likely accept your unfortunate
situation, but don't expect that they will allow
an aero retrieve.
-if you can't find the owner, I would be very
hesitant to allow any spectators or the trailer on
the field. Earlier this year I had to help in a
retrieve. When the farmer stopped by, he said
we could retrieve the glider but didn't want us
driving on the field.... We disassembled and
took the ship out in pieces.
-if there is damage to the field, you should tell
the owner early on in the ordeal. Use words
like, "I'm very concerned that I did some
damage to some of the corn plants. Could you
come out and look at them with me". He may
be easy going about it, especially if he likes
you. Be very careful about phrases like "I'll
repay any damage". This tell the owner you
have a blank check in your pocket and you
may end up as a U.N. negotiator again. What's
worse is that news of this farmer's windfall may
spread down the valley. This may make for a
real surprise for the next guy who lands in the
area.
Some of you may remember the contest at
Springfield a few years back where one soul
landed in an organic bean farmer's field. He
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paid a $200 ransom for his ship. Several years
later, another unlucky pilot landed there again.
He was quoted as being told by the farmer,
"Well the last guy paid me $200 for landing
in the field"...... There can be many challenges
in going through a land-out experience.

Operations Bulletin – September
24th

Just remember, they may not be over when
your wheel stops on the ground.

Earlier in the Season…

Randol Webb

Earlier this season, two Nutmeg members were
exploring alternate launch mechanisms for the
1-26:

Even though it looks
like rain is forecast for
some of the weekend, there is plenty to do at
Freehold.
The runway is open, the tow planes and gliders
are ready and pilots are on the way.
Saturday's duty pilot is Bob Cox. The tow pilots
are Mike Flynn, Randol Webb, Dave Rossetter
and Pete Whitbeck.
No instructor is signed up.
Sunday's duty pilot is Deb Stobbe, but needs a
volunteer to replace her while she assists Bruce
Stobbe trying to get golf carts (only one is
operational) back in service.
Tow pilots are Peter Scarpelli and Bruce Stobbe,
who also needs a replacement. Esteban is the
instructor.

As you can see they didn’t get very far. It was
theorized that at a minimum, tropical storm
force winds would be required and Matt would
need to increase the muscle strength in his left
arm by a factor of 100.  ◊

Last weekend a crew got the big hanger swept
(and shoveled) out several times then power
washed to remove the silt.
Hangar 10 is not so bad, but needs cleaning
out, too.
Someone could inventory the glider and
airplane tires and inner tubes on the table in
hangar 10 to determine what spares are
needed.
There are still a few sticks and stones left
around the field, so if you see any debris,
please pick it up. ◊
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Board of Directors Meeting Agenda – September 25th, 11am
Jeff Driscoll
Here’s an updated status of the issues the board will be considering:
1. State application for Airport Funding: due October 31. Awards to be decided mid-Winter. Jeff is
working on it. This is a ton of paperwork and supporting documents. John Bensen working on
getting a runway replacement cost estimate.
2. Driveway fix. The County guys are waiting for management to give them the go. One driveway
will be provided, about halfway between the two former driveways. It may be done this Fall.
3. L-33 Claim. Dale is on top of it. Probable total loss ($25,000). We should have decision soon.
4. L-33 Replacement. Discuss needed. Decision must wait to ensure L-33 will be totaled and not
fixed. Club approval needed.
5. Golf Carts: Now none of them work. Maybe they should be taken to a garage? Decision needed.
6. Finances. Analysis of Dale’s spreadsheets show that Nutmeg has about $58,000 in current liquid
assets including receivables and payables. None of our loans are counted in this number.
Therefore whatever we spend on a L-33 replacement will be deducted from this, meaning if we
spend $43,000 on a glider we only have about $15,000 left that is not otherwise committed
(gazebo, mower, mower attachments, husky fund, taxes, scholarship fund)
7. New item: open up access to the area in front of the new hangars for easier power plane
maneuvering and to create a safe place for emergency landing since we only have one grass
strip and no hard surface runway. Issues: move wind sock, have private glider trailers move to
grass east of the taxiway.
8. Set date for next BOD meeting. ◊
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NUTMEG SOARING ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
FREEHOLD CLUB HOUSE
August 12, 2011, 7:15 P.M

Th
The meeting was called to order and the following items were discussed:


Bob Griffin has put his camp site up for sale starting with the 2012 season or sooner.



The insurance plan on the new hanger building has been renegotiated with Costello on value and cost.



Our Treasurer, Dale Z. is keeping track of 90 day members and encouraging them to sign on for the
remaining season on a pro-rated basis.



Cross country training hasn’t been followed up on and a shortage of aircraft makes cross country flights
impractical for the remainder of this season. The Board unanimously agreed to discontinue these flights
for the season.



Hanger owners will be notified of the Central Hudson Electric plan to replace all the florescent bulbs in the
hangers. Central Hudson will pay 70% of the cost, the hanger owners pay 30%. The savings is
projected to pay the 30%. The bulbs will be replaced by Central Hudson or their contractor.



John Benson has offered to rebuild the golf cart engines for approx. $5-600.00 each.
The members could save us a small sum if anyone chose to take on this task.



The interior of the Grob needs new upholstery and seat belts.
Bob Ward is going to check with some local upholstery businesses.



The insurance company will be notified of the damage to the L-33 repair or totaling is their decision.



The BOD has determined that we are wasting time money and putting aircraft at risk using our current
standard method of launching our ships. Randol has been trying to get us to use a 2 rope method
which seems to be the most logical approach and in general the Board agreed with him. Club membership
will have to attempt to use this method in order to decide it’s value. Everyone resists change but if they
approach this with an open mind it could improve safety and save us money as well as ware on our tow
planes. The Board is in agreement that this method should be worked on.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
Respectfully submitted, “Mac” McKinlay, Secretary
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Some Nutmeg History – “The Three Stooges of Nutmeg”
John Boyce
Published 15 years ago last March, most of us remember these guys. Curly and Moe are still around.
Don Henderson (Larry) passed away some years ago. Don flew many missions over the “Hump” in C46’s.
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